SDNC CAPMT

NEWSLETTER
April 2021
President’s Message
Dear Members,
Spring is here, and it traditionally signifies new beginnings, rebirth,
renewal, and hope. Days are getting longer, the sun is shining
brighter, more people are getting vaccinated, students are returning
to schools, and museums and other venues are gradually reopening.
It truly feels like a new beginning after the long months of pandemic
“hibernation.”
We all had to live through a year of trying times, and we all had our
own personal challenges. We had to learn new things, adjust, be
patient, and be tough. We endured, persevered, and as an
organization we not only survived but we thrived!
I am thrilled to see our membership grow with more teachers joining because they see value in being a
member of CAPMT SDNC. Despite the COVID situation, we kept all of our regular programming running.
While many organizations ceased to organize events, we hosted two very successful festivals, with
another festival and a Sonata Competition coming up next month.
I am happy that what we do makes such a tremendous difference in the lives of so many people! Our
monthly chapter meetings are attended not only by our own SDNC CAPMT members but are open to the
state membership, allowing us to meet and share thoughts and ideas with a wider group of fellow
musicians.
Continued on the next page...

1

I am grateful for our Board of Directors who spends countless hours collaborating, planning, establishing
new systems and protocols, and recruiting new people to get onboard. Most importantly, we are creating
a welcoming, supportive, and positive culture, where all teachers and students - pianists, woodwinds,
strings, and vocalists - have equal opportunities to grow personally and professionally.
I am eager to see more members dedicate their time and talents to the growth of this chapter. We always
need help planning events, chairing and co-chairing competitions, hosting virtual watch-parties, and
navigating and overcoming technological hurdles. If you are passionate about music and education, you
will find volunteering for our chapter a very rewarding experience.
Lastly, I want to conclude, that if we stay connected and supportive of each other, get more involved and
dedicated to the growth and wellbeing of our chapter, we will realize that this not only enriches our own
lives but together we are making this world a much better place, filled with music and joy!

🌷🎶🌴🌼🌴🎶🌷

HAPPY SPRING, AND TO NEW BEGINNINGS!

Anna Grigorian
SDNC CAPMT President
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April Member Meeting Announcement
● JOIN US THE SECOND FRIDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 10:30 AM
FOR THE MEMBER MEETINGS!
● UPCOMING PRESENTATION ON FRIDAY, APRIL 9th, 2021 at
10:30 am
○ Zoom Meeting Link:
https://pointloma.zoom.us/j/98420684390
○ Featuring: Songs and Symbols: Tasty Other and the Birth
of a Cycle
○ Read more about the composer, Dr. Victor Labenske, on
the next page!
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April Meeting Presenter - Dr. Victor Labenske
Composer and pianist Victor Labenske will
share his latest song cycle, Tasty Other,
giving insight into his compositional process
and providing an exclusive opportunity to
delve into the symbolism he has woven
throughout the work.
Victor Labenske is professor of music at
Point Loma Nazarene University in San
Diego, California, where he teaches courses
in piano and composition. A summa cum
laude graduate of PLNU, he earned his master's degree in
piano performance at the University of Missouri-Kansas
City, Conservatory of Music where he studied with Joanne
Baker. He also earned the Doctor of Musical Arts in piano
performance at the University of Southern California where
he studied with Stewart Gordon. His compositional output,
over 500 published compositions and arrangements,
includes sacred piano collections, educational piano music,
and also music for violin and piano, voice and piano, and
handbells. Dr. Labenske remains active as a concert artist
both as soloist and as a collaborative performer.
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MARCH 12th PRESENTATION FEATURED MASTER
EDUCATORS AND ARTISTS:

ELENA YARRITU - Flute
GEORGE MAXMAN - Violin
*Round Table Discussion on
teaching intermediate curriculum
was informative, upbeat, and
inspiring.
THANK YOU TO ALL
PARTICIPANTS!*

LANZO LUCONI - Piano
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UPCOMING NON-COMPETITIVE EVENTS

● SPRING FESTIVAL: SUNDAY, MAY 23rd
○ Our traditional Spring Festival has an exciting theme
this year: it will be focused on the genre of dance! From
the dances of Baroque suites, to the rhythms of Nuevo
Tangos, it should be an exciting event for all!
○ Where: Zoom
○ Registration closes May 14th
○ Co-Chairs: Tavner Delcamp and Anna Grigorian.
○ Adjudicator: James Garry
○ Spring Festival Application Form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDTIK
P3kp9CU2Je7P8cMbCAaDFL3MZDfV5ZmLphG68
OCt8eQ/viewform

7

UPCOMING COMPETITIVE EVENTS
● SONATA COMPETITION
○ We are excited to announce that our chapter is holding
a Sonata (and more) Competition that will be
adjudicated by two highly esteemed judges: Dr. Kirill
Gliadkovsky and Dr. Andrew Park.
○ Sonatas (complete or individual movements), partitas,
variations, musical cycles, and other instrumental solos
(accompanied or unaccompanied) will be acceptable.
○ We are very grateful to the competition chairs, Dr.
Elena Yarritu and Amy Maxman, for organizing it!
○

Please click this link to access the registration form:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdhn1naRiJa3CZTSf-Q85SxI1mHWxo
VPPRbDvDdApIf2V_l_w/viewform
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SONATA COMPETITION JUDGES’ BIOS
● Dr. Andrew Park
Dr. Park is a renowned Korean-American
solo pianist, chamber musician, and
pedagogue. He is First Prize winner of the
Joanna Hodges International Piano
Competition (currently known as Virginia
Waring International Piano Competition). He
is an honorable recipient of the U.S.
Presidential Award under President Obama
in 2016.
Currently, Dr. Park serves as an assistant
professor at Azusa Pacific University and as
an adjunct professor at Fullerton College. In
addition, he was appointed as an honorable
Shigeru Kawai Artist in 2018. Dr. Park has
also participated in teaching piano at the
Idyllwild Arts Academy and Los Angeles
City College, and has worked as a first lecturer at USC Thornton School of Music. Dr.
Park has performed at a number of esteemed venues, including Walt Disney Concert
Hall, La Mirada Theatre, Pasadena Pacific Civic Auditorium, McCallum Theatre, Marsee
Auditorium, Scottish Auditorium, Wilshire Ebell Theater, Muckenthaler Art Center,
President Nixon’s Library, Zipper Hall, Thayer Hall, Pasadena Public Library, Fullerton
Public Library, Idyllwild Arts Concert Hall, UCLA Concert Hall, Azusa Pacific University
Munson Hall, Fullerton College Theatre, Tainan University Concert Hall, and USC
Concert Hall.
Dr. Park is also a devoted chamber musician who travels with his own group, the Park
Trio. He has been invited to perform with El Camino College/CTS Orchestra, OMC
Orchestra, ICO Orchestra, and Dosan Philharmonic Orchestra. Dr. Park is also an
active private studio teacher in Fullerton, Orange County, and his students have won
prizes from numerous competitions throughout the country. Dr. Park has been invited to
give masterclasses and lectures in Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, and the U.S. He is a
chairperson of MTNA Annual Evaluation and Sonata/Sonatina competition. He is also a
judge of the Lansum Competition, as well as SYMF and MTAC competitions, including
the CM Advanced Panel.
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● Dr. Kirill Gliadkovsky
Dr. Gliadkovsky combines his busy concert
schedule with teaching at Saddleback College
as a Professor of Piano and Director of
Keyboard Studies. Prior to coming to
Saddleback, he has been on the piano faculty
at USC and Santa Monica College and served
as the Head of the Piano Area at SUU
(Southern Utah University) in Cedar City, UT.
Mr. Gliadkovsky has been in demand as a
masterclass artist-teacher, guest lecturer and
piano adjudicator in piano competitions in Los
Angeles, Las Vegas, Phoenix, San Francisco,
Salt Lake City, Dallas, Columbus, Washington,
D.C. and many other cities. His students have won prizes at various piano contests and
have been accepted to schools such as USC, UCLA, Manhattan School of Music,
Northwestern University, Peabody and San Francisco Conservatories, UCSB, UNT,
SMU, BYU and USU, often with fellowship and scholarship awards.
Dr. Gliadkovsky has given lectures and demonstrations at many music conferences,
including the MTNA national and many MTA state affiliates, MTAC in CA and HUIC in
Hawaii. He has recently published an article on artistic pedaling in California Music
Teacher Magazine (March 2018) and an interview about piano technique (latest issue).
Last year alone he performed and gave masterclasses in TX, UT, LA, TN, OH, VA, NC,
NH, NYC, in both Southern and Northern California, and at Orfeo Music Festival in
Vipiteno, Italy, where he was on the piano faculty.
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Past Events
● WINTER FESTIVAL on SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21st was
a great success, with 45 participants from 7 studios!
● THEME: The World Trotter
● Adjudicator: Sonya Schumann, SDSU
● Co-Chairs: Anna Grigorian and Tavner Delcamp
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING TEACHERS
FOR THEIR STUDENTS’ SUCCESS!
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

Anna Stal
George Maxman
Natalia Gubenko
Yukiko Mitchel
Garry Halverson
Cheryl Mannuela
Valeria Kravchenko
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MANY THANKS TO OUR AMAZING
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Anna Grigorian: President
Elena Yarritu: Vice President
Tavner Delcamp: Treasurer, Immediate Past President
Mariam Stockdale: Recording Secretary
Melissa Luan: Membership Secretary
Rebekah Dennis: Board Assistant (Newsletter)
And thank you to Amy Maxman for her amazing event announcement designs!
*DID YOU KNOW?
CAPMT SDNC stands for CAPMT (California Association of Professional Music
Teachers), SDNC (San Diego North Chapter). CAPMT is directly associated with MTNA
(Music Teachers National Association). Most of our events are on the state level, and
once a year we have a nation-wide competition. Students compete first on the regional,
then on the state, and later on the national level.

*HAVE YOU LIKED OUR FACEBOOK PAGE YET?
https://m.facebook.com/sdnccapmt/

We are all so lucky to be able to keep music alive in our
own and our students’ lives!
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